loss of life you came to a standstill, and you then took great
pride in this operation and wrote poems about it, like the
Charge of the Light Brigade at Balaclava, which seems to have
been the result of an inexcusable mistake of the most elementary
kind in the transmission of orders between staff officers, so that
a French general aghast said it was magnificent but not war,
and for some incomprehensible reason you took that as a
compliment, whereas I should have thought that the job of
soldiers was to make war and not to be magnificent.

In no other trade are the experts told that their mistakes are
magnificent. If a motor-bus driver were told to drive straight
through the barrier at a level crossing and were in consequence
demolished with his passengers, nobody would say that was
magnificent, they would say it was madness. It is confusing
and seems to have something to do with the Public School Spirit
and the Playing Fields of Eton.

However, I agreed that the Dardanelles were magnificent.
Nations had been fighting about them, without any particular
gain to anybody, since the wars of Troy, but they had brought
me this month on Lake Geneva, and that was far more
important. Far away on the lakeside I could see a golden glint,
the sun striking on the great sign of the Montreux Palace Hotel.
Inside, in a vitiated atmosphere, the conference was sitting. I
was out here on the lake. The conference would not rise until
the late afternoon. Then I could return, learn what had
happened, and write in the cool of the evening.

For away back at that League meeting at Geneva, when
Germany was condemned for tearing up the peace treaty and
proclaiming her rearmament, the Turkish delegate, that
Tewfik whom we called Toothache for short, and who is now
Rushdi Aras, the Turkish Foreign Minister, had intimated that
while Turkey would join in the general condemnation of
Germany, she would not indefinitely submit to discriminatory
military penalties^ imposed after a lost war, which other
defeated countries had thrown off. She would require to
refortify the Straits.